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Itevei lie was at 023C hours. It rns ramng. The men 
by plane loads in stick order and shuttled-to Kimpo A~ . 

At OL.OO hours drawing and fitting of parachutes began . ~.'fore was 
received that the jmnp ~~uld be postponea for three hours. 

At 0700 hours the drop was delayed another three hours. The 
c.eiling '~iras. spotty at about 800 feet to 1000 feet • . At 1030 hours the 
order was given to "chute up". Aircraft were filled to capacity , A 
t:,rpi cal C-119 t ype aircraft carried t vm sticks of 23 men e2ch, fifteen 
monorail bundles, and four door bundles. The ships :~re. su filled that 
some of the men had to sit on the flo'or t9 find space. E::tch man, be
sides a main parachute and a rese1~e, carried a light pack, water , 
rations, ammunition, a .45 caliber pistol and a ce.rbina or II-1 rifle. 
An extra gri swald pontainer filled \vi th small arns or light mort ar 
amnuni Eon wa's carried by some. 

At 1100 hours (station time) the troop s vrere r eady and at .l200 hours 
the first aircraft was airbprhe. Each aircraft fo l l owed ~ccessively. 
Some fuselages scraped the ground on t ake off • 

. . The armada of 73 (seven had: been scratched ) c:...ll9s of the 314tri 
Troop· Carrier from Ashiya A~, K;y1tshu, and 40 C-47s of the 21st Troop 
Carrier from Brady Ali?. .. K;y'Ushu, fl e-vr ov er the Han lli ver Estuj3.ry to 
rendezvous before pro~eeding north along the -.Test Coast of Korea :to the 
Sukchon - Sunchon Area. At 1355 hours the airborne force :tiJ.rned east 
on the base leg appr oach to the drop areas~ 

At eight minutes out. (1357 hot~r s ), the monorail doors vrere opened, 
door bundles were puShed out into .the slip stream and held in plac.e by 
the first man in each ~ick. At foUl.' minut e s out (1.401 hours) ·the· red 
light was on. Stieks were ohe~ked. The'r e vras no flak. The green light 
came on. 'llie troop aircraft debouched appr o:x:iJnatel y 74 tons of Equip-·- ·- -
ment and 1470 men from the first t v,ro s erials on Drop Zone William south 
of Sukchon. 

1.05079 
Over 

I I./ 
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Ligl,lt sniper fire only .vffis' received . Individuals formed quickly 
i'nto small unit s of · squ.'ad ·an:d platoon size heading for . the ru.·gh · g~ound 
overlooking the drop zone . 

The 1st and 2d Serials consisted of the 1st Battalion, Regimental 
Headquar~ers and Headq~arters Comp.any, Support Company, Company P_ , 
127 Engineer Battali9:p1 . Medicai Company and Service Company • . The First 
Battalion with t he 1st platoon of Company A 127t h Engineers and one 
Fo~vard Air Control Part y att ached was assigned t he mission (l) of 
clearing Sukchon of enemy forces, (2) securing the high ground no~th 
of Sukchon, (3) est ablishing a road block at 23l.J.69 , (4) to preven enemy 
Yd. thdravral to the north, (5) patrolling north. to the river in the c 

vicinity of Sinanju (240860, (6) contact the Second Battalion in the 
vicinity of A~emam-ni ( 396680) , ( 7) being pr epared to move South tioward 
Pyongyang on order, (8) designating one company to be Combat ' Te8~ 
reserve on landing. 

Afi;.er assemblfng, Compan:!_es "A" and "B" pushed Northwest to take 
Hill 104 overl ooking the to1'm of WJ.amil -ri. There . ,.,er e appr oximately 
1800 enemy in Sukchon and the vicinity ··north of the tov:n. All enemy 
fire received by the First Battalion was sniper fire . · Company c ·took 
Hill 97 after being delayed by mort ar fir e and a pr eplanned air strike 
on the hill . Company "C" then reverted to Regimental r eserve and re
mained on Hill 97 north of the village of Chang-ni . At 1550 hours the 
first Battalion opened its command post at coordinate 265647 . First 
Battalion took all assigned obj ectives for the day~ then displaced its 
Co!i1.mand .Post to 258668 . . . 

The first platoon, Company "A11 , 127th Engineer Battalion after 
assembly, proceeded north in r ear of Company HBH, r eaching the tovm of 
Songnani-ni (270646) at 1530 hours . They vrere del ayed 45 minutes by 
enemy fire in the tovm of Sukchon . Fifteen prisoners were t aken by 
SFC ~ :arcuso and his squad . These wer e impr essed as port ers to move the 
Engineer equipment on handcarts . At 17h5 hours , aft er r eceiving sniper 
fire , the platoon r eached Namil - li (247662) vrhere t hey captured 16 
prisoner s and killed 5 enemy s oldiers . The pl atoon was order ed to join 
Company 11 B11 in the vicinity of Poegtm-san ( 242681) at 2130 hours • . 

. At 1410 .hours the l 87th Reg~nental Headquarters Company assembled 
at the dykes along the Ch ' oerJong River and at 1600 hour s the RCT 
Command Po st was establi shed at Chany-ni (280650) on Hill 97. l!en were 
dispatched to the drop zone to r ecover bundles. By 1700 hours th~ 
Comtnand Post was dug in; t he passvrord i'ffiS given out and a perimeter 
def.ense was established. No fires, smoldne or moving after dark was 

•• all9wed. -
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The Medical Com:!_)any immediately: starte·d collecting Medical bundles 
and caring for t hose injured in the jmnp . A ·combination Col lection and 
Clearing Station >vas set up at the north end of the drop zone, sheltered 
by the dyke s of the Ch ' oeryong River. However, no method of evacuation 
rras as yet available , The actual number of jmnp injuries on DZ Will'iam 
~~s 25 ~ The Second Battalion on DZ Easy had 20 injuries . 

Support Company drOlJped its Company Headquarters, excess personnel 
and one 90-mm gun section on DZ William. The 3/4 ton trucks ·;;ere re
mov ed to the RCT s - 4 Central and the 90-mm grn1s placed in reserve , The 
po sition 'iffiS occupied at 1700 hours by which time t he hrst and Third 
Battalions had moved out of Mortar range. 

One aircraft, Number 33, contained 24 personnel from Service 
Company who all jumped on DZ -~'lilliam, established a ~egimental Suppl y 
Point across a fordable spot on the Ch ' oeryong River and started 
collecting supplies .• 

The Batt alion Commander of the 674t h l<J.eld Artille:rJ Battalion 
met members of the Battali on as they came off the drop zone in the 
vicinity of coordinates 280648. He directed co~~anding officers 
"C" Battery and 11A11 Batt c::rJ to place their batteries in position in 
the vicinity of coordinates 273649 and 2796/B, respectively. An 
Observation Post ~~ s located on Hill 97 . Headquarters BattclJT vas 
established in and near the· village of Chang-ni (277654) . 

The executive officer of Batte:rJ ncn had di fliculty getting his 
door.load, a hand cart, out of the plane . As a re sult his stick landed 
approximately one and one-half miles east of the drop zone . Upon 
landing he shot and killed one of f our eneny sol diers running tovro.rd 
him. The others fl ed. .After assembling his sticl';:, fifty to seventy--five 
enemy soldiers attacked the paratroo~Jers . 'rhe onexw TiTaS repl used , The 
stick then fought its way back to the drop zone killinG ten more of the 
enemy on the way back. Later Corporal r·arshall Cro·::r, a member of this 
stick, vras found dead in his parachute . AppaTently he :1ad been killed 
by a "burp gun" . 

The Heavy· Equipment Drop ·:vas Seri al Nu:nber 4 on DZ William and 
Serial l~umber 5 on DZ Easy. 'l'h.:Ls ws the first time that heavy equip
ment had been dropped in cor:tbat . B:i · arranging the heav-.r drop to 
arrive twenty- five and t hirty minutes , r espe ctival y , aftar the first 
serial, it was po s sible for the men to be on the DZ to r ecover the 
equipment . All equipment organi c to an Airborne Infantry Regiment, 
was dropped including .3/4 ton trucks , 90- mm toned anti-tank guns, 105-Jrrn 
Howitzers and a special mobile radio tr2nsmission sot, the equivalent 
in neight of a 2 1/2 ton truck. 
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At 141.5 hours Serial Number 4 dropped seven Howitzers, seven 
jeeps and 112.5 rounds of ammunition for the 674 Field Artillery 

I 
Battalion alone . Of these, six Ho..,,d.tzers and six jeeps were in 
usable condition. The chutes of one HoYQtzcr and one jeep, belonging 

1 to "C" Batter,;r, left the plane but failed to extract the Ho-.'.Qtzer and 
· jeep. The Howitzer vms com:;_Jletoly demolished. One jeep in 11 C11 

Battery -had a broken rear axle . The ammunition delivered by the heavy 
drop 1vas on pallets ( 24 ·rounds per pallet) vr.i th G-.5 canopies . About 
ten percent of the shells in the load were de.maged. Honever, the pro
jectiles c.nd fuzes Y:ere serviceable . No aJtl.munition exploded 'rhen it 
landed . 

At 1.500 hours , Battery 11 C11 had ty;o Howitzers in positio:t'l on the 
drop zone , at coordinates 272641, and ready to fire . At 14.50 hours 

. Battery "A" had four Hov.:i. tzers in position and the first round on the 
I vray. These rounds ·were fired on a registration point . In all, about 
I six missions VJere fired on D Day 'oy these two Batteries using about 

'

.sixty rounds of ammunition. Battery "C" registered to the South from 
the drop zone, and later moved to the vicinity of 27.5648 . At·nightfall 
about five hundred rounds of amrnmri tion "l'rere on hand in the batt alion 
area . 

The Third Battalion, dropped on DZ William in t wo Serials (Number 
6 and Number 7) c•r.ith the mission of (1) seizing and securing Objective 
2, ( 2) preventing enemy vr.i thdrawal to the north or resupply to the 
south, (3) establishing a road block at 260610 (4) boing prepared to 
move south t crv..-ard ~ongyang on order . 

A report as of 1400 hours indicated that the Third B9-ttali-on was 
ready to proceed to the objective . At 16JO hour s the Third Battalion 
was at (270618) extending to (28362.5) . VJ 1700 hours the Third 
Battalion had secured all its objectives and wtis pr epared to resume
the attack south along the railroad and roacl to Pyongyang . The 
Battalion vras disposed on t he hi gh grou.Tld 3, 000 yards south of Sukchon. 
Company "I" occupi ed the le!'t half of the def ensive position, Company 
"K" the ri ght half ;·d. th a road -block on the Sukchon - Pyongyang ~oad, 
and Company 11 1 11 r;as in· .re serve . . :~o c&sualtie s vmre suffered due to 
enemy action . F'orty-t':/0 p rj_soners vrere taken. 

The third platoon, Coml)any 11 AH , 127. Engine~r Battalion, attached 
to the Third Battalion; ·-vm·s attached furt her to Company 11 K11 and was 
placed on the railroad track S9Uth of Sukchon. It ambushed eight 
enemy soldiers, killing si::~ . 
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The Second Battalion with the second platoon, Company "A", 
127 Engineer Battalion, the 4.2 inch mortar platoon of Support Company, 
one section of 90-mm anti-tank guns, Battery "B", 674 Field Artillery 
Battalion, the Second Pathfinder Team, and one Fo~vard Air Control 
Party dropped on DZ Easy in the vicinit y of Sunchon from Serials 
Number 3 and 5 at 1420 hours. The Second Battalion made contact v;ith 
the enemy at this time, mov ed out and secured its objecti ves with markec.i 
success, Com}lany 11 ]!; 11 s eized objective Easy, the toYm of Changsan-ni, 
(510646 ) and proceeded to establish a road block on t he bridge across 
t he ICumchon River south of Sinhung-ni (515'645). Company 11 ? 11 moved out 
into the attack tovmrd the tovm of Sunchon where they encountered 
scattered sniper fire. The Second BattaEon Command Post was located 
in the small village south of Chung-ni (506656) . Company nan r emained 
in Battalion r eserve Trl.th one platoon securing the road blocks on the 
bridge on Kumchon River vrest of the tovm of Toran--dong ( /_r82659) . 

Battery 11B11 , 674th Field Artillery vras attached to the Second 
Battalion. The original plan envisioned a Headquarters Sattery de-
t chment of t 1·10 officers and forty men in add tion to Battery 11 B11 v;i th 
the rr~ssion of supplementing 'the battery communication and fire _ direction 
center personnel. However, on D-1 the aircraft failed to arrive at 
Kimpo AFB due to mechanical difficulty. ,_Consequentl y , the detach"llent 
vras reduced to one officer and t vro men. 

The monorail of one of Battery 11 B11 r s planes failed to f\mc-t;,ion 
resulting in the Battery receiving only half of its fire direction 
equipment. However, enough ·w-as still on · hand for Battery 11B11 to function 
as a firing battery. 

·;ihen the heavy drop s e:rj_al came over t nent min1,1tes later, two 
1/4 ton trucks and 105-nun HoTJi tzers were drop1;ed. One v ehicle had a 
broken drive shaft vrhich •·ras r epaired and the other 'had a bent wheel. 
One Hoy.Jitzer became detached from its chut e and wu.s a corgplet e loss; 
the other had the right shi~ld sheared , off, bU:t was otherwi s~ operable. 

. The operative piece 1vas iri :tiosi tion and ready to .fire in fifty 
minutes from the time i t dro~~)e d •. Coordinates of its position 1~ere 
507649. The Battery fir ed t wo .missions the. first d2y; SiJc Mundred 
rounds were recovered f r om the drop 1one if{ usable condition,/ 

Over" 
5 f 1JJ5D79 
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The second platoon, Company "A", 127 ~~nglneers attached to the 
Second Battalion, was unable to prepare t he bridge across t he I\umchon 
River south of Sinhu.l'lg·-ni for demolitions since it was under fire and 
Compan;);. 111~ 11 ;vas attackin£; the enemy. The :;?l atoon was then ordered to 
a ccom;_Jany Corapany "F" to outskirts of Sunchon and to reconnoiter ·a 
railroad bridge , 0n the wa:i into Sunchon th~ platoon was pinned dovm 
by fire fr01;1 the 6th Republic of Korea Divisiori at 1730 hours . After 
a br ief encounter, contact was made .and thD firing ceased. 

Sup) ort Company r s 90- rrun anti-tank gun section r an into difficu1ty. 
One set (gun and 3/4 ton truck) had t(J be :cut loose ·;rhcn it ;?artially 
brol~e loose inside t he aircraft , while .. the other set ms dropped late 
and lit in enemy held t erri to~J. · · · 

'.\i tll the exceJ. tion of intermit tent shelling observed to the far 
I South, East and West f r om Hill 97, the night pas sec -,j_ thout event. 

Hean·while , back at Kimpo AI<l-3 , the overland det ail was prepared 
to move out to contact the HCT at Sul{chon. 

Also, back at Yillnpo AFB, this d;~y was Dtl for. the r Gr:J.almng 
assault elements and Battery "A" of the 88th Airborne Antiaircr;d't 
Artillery Battalion. The troops at Kimpo had all their equi e:>I'lent loaded 
ready for the D+l drop by 2200 hours. · · 


